Maya Background: Types of
Societies







Culture and Society




Egalitarian Societies




< Band moves throughout defined territory to
hunt/gather resources.

< Territory combines different ecological
zones, for variety in available resources.

<Order maintained by family authority and
face-to-face interaction; leadership b
consensus and prestige from persona
ability and age.

<Bands are autonomous politically.

<Religion: natural world is sacred; shamans
communicate with spirit world.



< Economy based on horticulture — growing crops.
< Live in permanent villages near farm fields.

< Slash and burn or shifting cultivation: need much
farm land to maintain fertility.

Population of several hundred in farming villages.
_eadership by consensus, seniority, and merit.
Prestige from individual ability and age.

Religion includes shamans and religious societies
which hold public rituals to communicate with
spirits. Natural world sacred.

OO0 00




Ranked Societies




Ranked Societies/Chiefdoms




<Political leadership in chief and his/her
descent group.

< Leadership depends on charisma and fair
treatment; break in trust can result in split in
community.

<Religious
deities. S

beliefs include natural spirits and
pecial places devoted to

ceremonies. Rites of passage to mark

individua

life stages. Shamanism still

powerful means for curing.



Stratified Societies




Stratified Societies




Maya Society




Maya Culture History




Major Maya Time Periods




